
OPEF has been delivering free, hands-on 
STEAM enrichment programs to Oak Park 
schools for over 25 years. In 2017-18 OPEF 
served more than 4,100 D97 students.

Architecture Adventure — Architects 
design, build and explore the human-made 
world with 3rd-8th graders.

Art Start — Artists animate the curriculum 
through visual and performing arts residencies 
with K-2nd graders. 

Geared Up — 3rd-grade students engineer 
simple machines using specialized LEGOs; also 
used in the 7th grade science curriculum. 

Science Alliance — Working scientists 
conduct experiments and lead field trips with 
4th and 5th graders. 

VEX Robotics — Tech experts work with teams 
of middle schoolers to design, build, program 
and compete with robots. 

Spoken Word — Middle schoolers find and 
cultivate their unique voices by reading, writing 
and performing poetry. 

Our experts enriched
the lessons of

Beye students in 
2017-18. Enjoy a few 
highlights from this 

past year.

BEYE ELEMENTARY

1 Crushing It!
 Dr. Ben Stark made seven visits to fourth grade students in Paul Manus’s 

class. During the culminating visit, Dr. Stark  demonstrated his “can crusher.” 
Students saw the dramatic effects of temperature and air pressure on an 
aluminum can, while learning about the different states of water.

2 That’s an Interesting Perspective
 During art class, fifth graders worked with architect Adrienne McMullen to 

understand perspective and how architects use the drawing process.

3 This Rocks!
 Dr. Elizabeth Goodman visited Ms. Baker’s class and spoke with students 

about different types of rocks and about how rocks such as obsidian might 
have been used in ancient civilizations for art, tools, and functional objects.

4 Batteries Not Included (or needed)
 Third graders used LEGOs to build on their understanding of simple machines 

such as pulleys and levers and how these machines operate in our daily lives.
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5 This Rocks, Too! 
Ms. Louthan’s students had the opportunity to jam with Mariah George and 
Alec Fleisher from School of Rock on a musical history and performance 
project.  The culminating event was a field trip to School of Rock where students 
‘noodled’ on the instruments, did sound checks, and worked in groups to 
perform their rendition of AC/DC’s “T.N.T.” for each other.

6 Butterflies Are Free
 Students in Ms. Schweigerts’ class worked with LeKeya Shearrill to create a 

video that shares their knowledge about the life cycle of the butterfly.  Students 
started out as eggs, grew into larva and broke free of their chrysalis.  They 
enjoyed life as a full butterfly and sent well wishes to the next generation. 

Oak Park Education Foundation
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f i t y
Oak Park Education Foundation is a privately funded nonprofit organization 
that brings artists, architects, scientists, and technology experts into K-8th 
grade classrooms at every District 97 school. Learn more at opef.org.
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BASE Camp is a fee-based summer enrichment program 
that helps support OPEF. More than 900 students enrolled 
in BASE Camp in 2018. More than 120 Oak Park students 
attended camps on scholarship.


